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PRESIDENT HE I NE M AN :
o pen on his amendment .

SENATOR BAKER : Thank yo u , Nr. Pr esident and members . We ' re
goin g b a ck t o "Assessment 10 1 " h e r e . We hav e d o n e a s we s a i d
we'd do when we moved the bill to Select Fi le . We ' v e wor k ed
with the Property Assessment and Taxation people...easier to say
Cathy Lan g , I guess , i n t his ca se . Th is i s th e f o u ndation of

assessing, is what we ' re talk i ng abou t . The amendment, as

(microphone malfunction), sh ould be on your machine. It is on
your machine. It simply says, "Comparable sales," and this is
going to apply to all property now, " Compara b l e sa l e s a re r e c en t
sales of propert i e s." Repeat myself : "Compara b l e sa l e s a r e
recent sales of properties that ar e simi lar to the property
being assessed in significant physical, functional, and location
characteristics and in their contrib u t ion to va lue. " We ' ve
worked on this and wo rked on th is . We can ' t m ak e it any more
clear to m e or the peop le in the Property As se ssment and

Taxation Office than th is . And it , I th ink , add resse s the
problems that Senator Coordsen was frustrated with back there in
dealing with rural site , when he we n t to hi s a s s essor . That
assessor apparently told him a ru r al si te is a ru ral site and
they ' re a l l a s se s s ed at the same value . Th is clari f ies that
they are not . They might be s imilar, but if they ' re n ot then
they ha ve to use compara ble sa les . It goes bac k , again I 'm

repeating myself but this is important, s ignificant physical,
functional, and location ch aracteristics. Th is would ap pl y t o
anyone who feels they' ve been improperly assessed T h ey can go
back and sa y, it may be a compa rable sale, but you didn' t
consider the physical, functional, location correctly . And in
the ca se of fa rm sit es, what we' re talking about is a farm si te
that may be out in the m iddle of a s e c t ion as opposed to one
alone a road . Th at has a d iffe r ent location ch aracteristic.
You might have a farm si te that has a h o u se on it a nd no other

outbuildings and they ' re g oing to say t ha t's different, it is,
as compared to one that has grain bins, maybe a barn, l i ve s t o c k
holding facilities and so on. So I can ' t seem to make it any
more clear than that. As I go back, again repeating myself o ne
more time, it's got to be comparable sales with similar property
being assessed i n sig nificant p h ysical, functional, location

Chair wou l d r e c ognize Senator Baker, to
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